
 
 

 

 

 

May 17, 2021 

 

Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor, State of California 

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA 95814  

 

Re: Capitol Annex Project – Opposition from CA Small Businesses  

 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

 

With nearly 30% of small businesses shuttered and more than one million jobs lost due to COVID-19 

shutdowns, California must prioritize helping struggling employers and employees get back on their feet. 

Despite the state's budget surplus, we cannot be sure of the unforeseen consequences of the pandemic long-

term. While we may be seeing the light at the end of the tunnel, we should proceed with caution as we work to 

pull ourselves out of the devastation of the last year. 

 

It’s in this vein, that we, the undersigned small business owners in the Golden State, are writing to express our 

deep concern with the Capitol Annex Project. On March 22, the Joint Committee on Rules held a meeting to 

discuss this project which would demolish-and-rebuild the Capitol Annex, build an unnecessary underground 

parking garage, and construct a garish visitor center, all severely impacting surrounding Park grounds. Why 

are our state’s elected officials prioritizing a billion-dollar luxury project when small businesses like ours are still 

reeling from the pandemic?   

 

As Californians work to emerge from this socio-economic disaster, the Annex project’s outsized spending is 

unconscionable, especially when there are much less expensive alternatives to making the Capitol Annex a 

safe, comfortable and productive workspace for state officials, according to project opponents.  

 

To ensure California resources are properly directed to where they are most needed, we ask that you 

pause the Capitol Annex Project to allow for a transparent review and reconsideration of the current 

plan. 

 

Even with your administration expanding the state’s COVID-19 Small Business Relief Grant Program, 

California’s small businesses have a long road ahead before they reach stability. In the latest survey of its 

small-business-owning members, the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) found 51% applied 

for a second Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan or were planning to do so. The state has offered its own 

loan and grants, but more money is needed to jumpstart California’s economy where all economic recoveries 

begin—Main Street. 

 

State and federal aid to small business owners, their employees, and families have been sporadic and 

nowhere near enough to make them whole again. The delays and dysfunction with California’s unemployment 

department add to the uncertainty with many facing claim backlogs and freezes resulting from fraudulent 

activity that has drained billions from funds.  

 

Now is the time to make sure state resources are dedicated to economic recovery, making it ever more critical 

to review and reconsider costly plans like the Capitol Annex Project. Even without the pandemic, legislators 
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should consider alternative solutions that do not waste funds and could otherwise provide economic relief to 

Californians.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to working with you to ensure that the state is prioritizing 

small businesses – the backbone of California’s economy – as we all seek to emerge from the aftermath of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dawn Lielke 

Pettigrew & Sons Casket Co. 

Sacramento, CA 

 

Shawn Cathey  

Brydenscot Metal Products, Inc.  

San Bernardino, CA 

 

Lorena Contreras 

Direct Line Insurance Services 

Rialto, CA 

 

Beth Booth 

Spaces renewed  
Oceanside, CA 

 

Jeffrey Rhodes 
Fastrucking 
San Diego, CA  
 
David Binnquist 
Dave Make it Sew 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
 

Tom R. Phillips 
Pacific Precision, Inc. 
La Verne, CA 
 
Bao Nguyen 
Advanced Tech Machining.us 
San Jose, CA 
 
Robert Stiles 
Stiles Food Equipment, Inc. 
La Habra, CA 
 
Jed Hendrickson 
Santa Barbara Monumental 
Santa Barbara, CA 
 
Chad Bruce 
Williams Sign Co 
Pomona, CA 
 

William Raymond 
Marshall Engineering Group 
San Dimas, CA 
Jason Leach 
RCD Engineering 
Nevada City, CA 
 
Bruce Cherry 
Big O Tires 
Dublin, CA 
 
Cynthia Henderson 
Blue-White Industries 
Huntington Beach, CA 
 
Kent Smedley 
Complete Engineered Solutions 
Stockton, CA 
 
Rona Swanson 
American National Insurance 
Visalia, CA 
 
Kari Walsh 
Thompsons Porta Septic Service, 
Inc 
Fort Bragg, CA 
 
Gary Hawkins 
Hawkins Supply Inc 
Yuba City, CA 
 
Alan Grant Garland 
Bar ALE, Inc. 
Williams, CA  
 
Tim Johnson 
B&B Stair Builders 
San Mateo, CA 
 
John C Weithas 
Porta Via Italian Foods 
Pasadena, CA  
 
Anthony Stavros 

Facilitec West 
Covina, CA  
 
Curt Owen 
South Coast Family Funeral  
Costa Mesa, CA 
 
Christina Vieira 
Viera Custom Chopping 
Tulare, CA  
 
Scott Davidson 
Economy Pest Control 
Grass Valley, CA  
 
Matthew Sepeda 
V&S Commoditys Inc 
Tulare, CA  
 
Simon Allan 
Allied Energy Inc 

Carlsbad, CA  

 

Venkat Munukutla 

Repherrals 

Fremont, CA  

 

Ronald Johnson 

FASTSIGNS 

San Clemente, CA  

 

Paul Forgette 

Haneys Landscape 

Covina, CA  

 

Diane Ervin 

Source One Tax Consultants 

Montclair, CA  

 

Mat Brooks 

Brooks Tile Inc. 

Newcastle, CA  

 



Page 2 
Capitol Annex Project – Opposition from CA Small Businesses  

Brian Carney 

Clean Sport, Inc. 

Redlands, CA 

 

Jamie Berg  

Berg Manufacturing, Inc. 

Santa Clara, CA 

 

Dana Lennemann 

Our House Residential Care 

Madera, CA 

 

Rick Kraemer 

The Maids of Folsom 

Folsom, CA 

 

Stephen Conn 

Conn Doors 

Visalia, CA 

 

Sibyll Olson 

Santa Cruz Underground & Paving 

Watsonville, CA 

 

Art Salazar 

The Art of Pitching Corp 

Upland, CA 

 

Michael Kley 

Ramos and Kley Ranches, LLC 

Arbuckle, CA  

 

Patrick Breen 

Living Styles Fine Furniture  

Eureka, CA 

 

Ted DeWitt 

Signarama-Covina 

Covina, CA 

 

Phebe Mansur 

CopyRight Printing Systems 

Goleta, CA  

 

Jean Elizabeth Murdica 

Interconnect Networks Inc. 

Palm Desert, CA 

 

Debbie Hamm 

Explorer Pest Management Inc. 

El Dorado Hills, CA 

 

Marc Lund 

Marc W. Lund CPA 

Santa Clara, CA 

 

Rory Flick 

Rim Rock Motel 

Alturas, CA  

Michael Misik 

Belco Packaging Management Inc. 

Monrovia, CA 

 

Edgar G. Corona 

Domingos Bar and Grill 

Tehachapi, CA 

 

Connie Brocker 

Highland Properties 

Auburn, CA 

 

Vittorio Ferrario 

Signarama Laguna Niguel 

Laguna Niguel, CA 

 

Rodney Scott Winkle 

Franklin Construction Inc. 

Chico, CA 

 

Christine Richardson 

O’Connell Jetting Systems 

Benecia, CA 

 

Brian Driscoll 

Driscoll Family Farms, LLC 

Aromas 

 

Charlene Clemmons 

Clemmons Services Inc 

Fullerton, CA 

 

Suzanne L. Corcoran 

Ardare Corporation 

San Bernardino, CA 

 

Davis Ochoa 

David Ochoa Installations 

San Clemente, CA 

 

Michael Dunwell 

Sir Speedy Printing #3100 

Camarillo, CA 

 

Rosalva Garcia 

Bright Shark Powder Coating Corp. 

Chino, CA 

 

Arianne Bettazzi  

Carmel Mountain Preschool 

San Diego, CA  

Scott C 

GT 

Covina, CA 

 

Larry Erickson 

Gibs California Wild Rice 

Live Oak, CA. 

 

Rob Kitzman 

Culligan Central Coat Water 

Morro Bay, CA 

 

Frank Rechberg 

Actron Manufacturing Inc. 

Corona, CA 

 

Bill Bisaha 

Servpro of Tustin 

Santa Ana, CA  

 

Diana Sims 

Arrowhead Press Inc. 

Monrovia, CA 

 

Andrew Shouse 

So Cal Imports  

Long Beach, CA 

 

K. Peter Dyer 

Peninsula Transmission Service 

Sunnyvale, CA 

 

Charles Baur 

Enkay Engineering & Equipment 

Company 

Fountain Valley, CA 

 

Paul Fleury  

Fusion Coatings  Inc. 

Livermore CA 

 

Great West Equip. 

Gilroy, CA 
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Paul Rosin 

L & T 

Montclair, CA 

 

Neil Goforth 

Goforth Services Inc 

Marysville, CA 

John W. Bresciani 

Pacific Coast Battery Service 

Salinas, CA 

 

Heidi Leclair 

MHM, Inc.  

Marysville, CA 

 

Scott Buettner 

Buettner Insurance Agency Inc. 

Huntington Beach, CA 

 

Terry D. Grafe 

GBK Corporation  

Redding, CA 

 

Bruce R. Beasley 

Ress Financial Corporation 

Norco, CA 

 

Teshia Velasquez  

Sea West Enterprises Inc. 

San Dimas, CA 

 

Teresa Schmidt 

Audio Dynamix, Inc 

Santa Ana, CA 

 

John Perry  

Rocker Industries 

Huntington Beach, CA 

 

Susan Johnson 

Sierra Motor Sports 

Grass Valley, CA 

 

Mark Strumwasser 

Sunshine Rentals 

Vista, CA 

 

Jay Van Arsdale  

Country City Towing 

Westminster, CA 

 

Daniel Scott Ludwig 

Daniel S. Ludwig Dental Corp. 

Cupertino, CA 

 

Evan Bell 

Irv Seaver Motorcycles 

Orange, CA 

William Wygal 

Bill’s Ace Hardware 

Martinez, CA 

 

Carl Bender 

Universal Auto Center 

San Leandro, CA 

 

Darrin Trudeau 

Creative Leather Imaging 

Anaheim, CA 

 

Dennis Cole 

Pizza Factory  

Gilroy & San Juan Bautista, CA 

 

Shakeel Darugar 

Comprehensive Glass Works 

San Diego, CA 

 

Wilford Harris 

Blumpack Co. Inc. 

Hollister, CA 

 

Michelle Fanara 

Villari Martial Arts 

Duarte, CA 

 

Scott Cathey  

Brydenscot Metal Products Inc. 

San Bernardino, CA 

 

Craig Ahlswede 

Allevity, Inc.  

Sacramento, CA 

 

John Starkweather 

Starkweather Painting Inc. 

Hollister, CA 

 

Linda Gommel 

Lucerne Valley Market and 

Hardware 

Lucerne Valley, CA 

 

Heidi English 

Diverse Wood Works 

Fresno, CA 

 

Kimberly C. Morris 

Sutter Buttes Business Services 

David Wong 

B plus L Technologies Inc. 

San Jose, CA 

 

Kathleen Leavitt 

Mariposa Shipping Co. 

Mariposa, CA 

 

Steven P. Mora 

MCS Burbank 

Burbank, CA 

 

Joanne Gold 

Georges Ornamental Ironworks 

North Palm Springs, CA 

 

Joe Rubalcaba 

AMJ Plumbing Specialist Corp. 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

 

Hamid Rasheed 

Tiffs Gas Mart 

Live Oak, CA 

 

Shannon McWhorter 

Sequoia Company  

Fortuna, CA 

 

Bansi Patel 

S.K. Labs 

Anaheim, CA 

 

Nancy Madson 

Seawright Custom Precast Inc. 

Coachella, CA 

 

Steve Wilkie 

Precision Cleaning Systems Inc.  

Sacramento, CA 

 

Aaron Mills  

Aaron Mills Construction, Inc.  

Atascadero, CA 
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Clarke Doyle 

Pacific Community Lender, Inc. 

Vacaville, CA 

 

Donald E. Damschen 

BioWorld USA, Inc. 

Visalia 

Bruce Allen Boegel 

Prime Engineering 

Fresno, CA 

 

Rebecca Neilson  

Neilson Bookkeeping & Tax 

Services Inc. 

Sheridan, CA 

 

Deborah Fradelizio 

Gilwoods Café 

Saint Helena, CA 

 

Jan Northcutt 

IDM Inc. 

Lake Elsinore, CA 

 

Richard Brown 

Signarama of Anaheim 

 

Sharyl Maraviov 

PCT Systems Inc. 

San Jose, CA 

 

Bob Ciapponi 

Bogner Sheet Metal  

Santa Cruz, CA 

 

Jeff Lundberg 

Babe Farms 

Santa Maria, CA 

 

Denise Duncan 

A T Industrial Properties 

Pomona, CA 

 

David Petersen 

Central Blower Co. 

City of Industry  

 

Timothy Howard 

Prismatic Signs 

Milpitas, CA 

 

Karen Lacorte 

Marx Towing, Inc. 

Gilroy, CA 

 

Fritz Howser 

FHC Inc. 

Newport Beach, CA 

Jim Stutzman 

Stutzman Plating, Inc. 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

Yu-Shan Teng 

Dexen Industries Inc. 

Santa Fe Springs, CA 

 

Mark Rolph  

MRC Construction Inc. 

Burbank, CA 

 

Debra Kwast 

Images 

Corcoran, CA 

 

Gene Delaplace 

Delapalce Insurance 

San Jose, CA 

 

Kathleen Dietrich  

Priority Pallet Inc. 

Beaumont, CA 

 

John Ammirato 

Ammirato Construction Inc. 

Campbell, CA 

 

Anthony Gestru 

Doc’s Auto Sound 

Chico, CA 

 

Steven M. Cole 

Global Ventures, LLC 

San Jose, CA 

 

Diane McKay  

1-800-Radiator of Fairfield Inc. 

Fairfield, CA 

 

F. Wyatt Miller 

Hellam’s Tobacco Shop 

Monterey, CA 

 

Sandra Vega 

TVEC, Inc. 

Grand Terrace, CA 

 

Augie Venezia  

Fairfax Lumber & Hardware 

Fairfax, CA 

Harold Piszczek 

CNP Industries, Inc. 

Brea, CA 

 

Jenny Bishop 

Country Care, Inc. 

Selma, CA 

 

Sandra McCoy 

McCoy Industrial Tire Inc.  

Ceres, CA 

 

Rhonda Moschetti 

Security Lock & Alarm, Inc. 

Tahoe City, CA 

 

Annett and Sons 

Bridgeport, CA 

 

Ronald Hester 

Tri-Valley Drilling Service Inc. 

Ventura, CA 

 

Mary Corwin 

M & M Automotive 

Modesto, CA 

 

Patrick McEnerney 

Cain Brothers 

Galt, CA 

 

Steve DeVoe 

Kelly-More Paint Co. Inc. 

San Carlos, CA 

 

Patricia A. Bender 

D. A. Bender Mechanical Inc.  

Elk Grove, CA 

 

Robert B. Welt 

Safe-Entry Technical, Inc. 

Rancho Cucamungo 
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Larry Neal Adams 

Miller & Son Carpet one  

Hemet, CA 

 

Gary Grijalva 

Grijalva Contractors, Inc. 

Bakersfield, CA 

 

Douglas A. Poe 

Titan Technology Services, Inc. 

Sonora, CA 

 

Lonni Mullins 

Creative Printing 

Perris, CA 

 

Amanda Largent 

The Garage Automotive Repair,  

LLC 

Red Bluff, CA 

 

Dallas Goldsmith 

Goldsmith Sports Inc. 

Big Bear Lake, CA 

 

James Rasmussen 

Sierra Trailer 

Modesto, CA 

 

Bernie Isaac Lopez 

Kingdom Builders 

Carlsbad, CA 

 

Robert Hoyt 

Principle Plastics 

Gardena, CA 

 

Gary Kinne 

SLO Dryer Vent Cleaning 

San Luis Obipso, CA 

 

Davis Ronald Jensen 

La Canada Arco 

La Canada Flintridge, CA 

 

Chris J. Fellersen 

Pacific Modern Homes, Inc. 

Hayward, CA 

 

Connie Ferrell 

Flavin and Associates, Inc. 

Sonora, CA 

 

Beth Morelli 

Air Connection 

Santa Rosa 

 

Teresa Thornburgh 

Coleman Carpet Cleaners Inc. 

Goleta, CA 

 

Elisa Tachis 

BEI 

Novato, CA 

 

Jeanette Pagliaro 

Visiting 

Scott’s Valley, CA 

 

Jack R. Rudolf 

Jack’s Butane Service, Inc. 

Biola, CA 

 

William Scott Long 

Long Ranch, Inc. 

Manteca, CA 

 

Kenneth Nelson  

Ambassador Automotive, Inc. 

Anaheim, CA 

 

Dean Munemitsu 

Caliber Components, LLC 

Chino, CA 

 

Isai Salazar 

California Promotions Co.  

Fresno, CA 

 

Darrell Feil  

Abate-A-Weed, Inc. 

Bakersfield, CA 

 

Monte Hoover 

Gillespie’s Abbey Carpet & Floor 

Fairfield, CA 

 

Roger P. Briggs  

Appliance Parts Equipment, Inc.  

Santa Rosa, CA 

 

Mark S. Morris 

West Butte Realty, Inc. 

Coulsa, CA 

 

Celeste Herrick Doe 

Carij Corp. 

Chino, CA 

 

Donald Canadas 

Self Employed Mechanic 

Orland, CA 

 

David R. Johnson 

JAS 

Tulare, CA 

 

Peter Kalivas 

Gold Star Hamburgers 

Jurupa Valley, CA 

 

Dan Peterson 

Sears Hometown Store 

Ukiah & Lakeport, CA 

 

David Gingerich 

Gingerich Insurance Solutions 

Modesto, CA 

 

Chris Torres 

F & L Farms Trucking, Inc. 

Princeton, CA 

 

Mark Edward McCallum 

McCallum Cabinets 

Vacaville, CA 

 

Fred Street 

Instreet Enterprises, Inc. 

Chino, CA 

 

Mike Delucca 

DRE Cycles 

Fremont, CA 

 

Gwen Masters 

Scooters Mailbox Cards and Gifts 

Tustin, CA 

 

Kevin Jaeckels 

Jaeckels Automotive 

Santa Maria, CA 
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Chuck Van Gorkum 

Van Gorkum Constuction  

Escalon, CA 

 

Robert C. Mascall 

Self Employed Citizen 

Burlingame, CA 

 

Neil Kostka 

Rolling Auto 

Roseville, CA 

 

Chris Andrews 

Andrews Enterprises, LLC 

Grass Valley, CA 

 

Lawrence Lehr 

Lehr Insurance Agency LLC 

Santa Rosa, CA 

 

Mark Sawaya 

Performance Porsche 

San Diego, CA 

 

Gina M. Brinegar 

Webb Foodservice Design 

Consultants LLC 

Anaheim, CA 

 

Peter A. Padilla 

Padilla Insurance 

Merced, CA 

 

Steven Marx 

MARX 

Costa Mesa, CA 

 

Carol Lawless 

Seagull Solutions, Inc. 

Morgan Hill, CA 

 

Will Rahill 

Keller Williams-Big Bear 

Big Bear Lake, CA 

 

Kevin Martin 

Martin Construction 

Eureka, CA 

 

Roberta Howe 

Howe Performance 

Lakeside, CA 

 

Michael R. Saderup 

Saderup Construction Services 

Big Bear City, CA 

 

Kyle Caldwell 

Caldwell’s Custom Countertops Inc. 

Yuba City, CA 

 

James Economus  

EMS Analytical Labs, Inc. 

Brea, CA 

 

Justin Dote 

Moving with Grace, LLC 

Woodland, CA 

 

Timothy J. Perry  

Rapid Screen Repair 

Long Beach, CA 

 

Ellen Herman  

Herman Equipment, Inc. 

Roseville, CA 

 

Shannon M. Brady 

Brady Commercial Construction 

Services 

Ranch Cucamonga, CA 

 

Marcia Minginone 

2Spec Manufacturing 

San Jose, CA  

 

Terry Russel  

Floor Layers Emporium  

Bakersfield, CA  

 

Patricia Swanson Duarte  

Maidpro of Temecula/Murrieta  

Murrieta, CA  

 

Gregory Pombo  

Greg Pombo Farms  

Tracy, CA  

 

Erik Pederson  

Marine Diesel Services, Inc.  

Costa Mesa, CA  

 

Darleen V. Strong  

Honda of Glendale  

Glendale, CA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


